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Welcome
A warm welcome to everyone receiving the first 
issue of the Cluster Network Quarterly. And a huge 
thanks to all the Ministerial and Lay Leaders across 
the country who for the past several months have 
shared information about Clusters in their areas.

Our Vision 
To be a national forum for UUs to share information 
about their Clusters.

What’s a Cluster
Clusters are composed of UU Congregations 
generally located within a “few gallons of gas” 
of one another. For instance, the Greater New 
Orleans UU Cluster has three Churches in the city. 
In the Western Carolinas Cluster, 13 Congregations 
are only miles apart. 
   
To grow our faith throughout America, Clusters 
work on a variety of projects, events and issues, 
including social justice, music, religious education, 
marketing and public relations.

Close Up 
UUs of Eastern Tennessee

Who  Westside UU Church (Rev. Mitra Jafarzadeh), 
Tennessee Valley UU Church (Rev. Chris Buice), 
Oak Ridge UU Church (Rev. Jake Morrill), Holston 
Valley UU Church (Rev. Jacqueline Luck) and 
Foothills UU Fellowship (Sara Jacobus).

Meetings  Monthly for lunch.

Mileage  Holston Valley UU Church doesn’t make 
most meetings because of distance but is included 
on emails and is “always welcome at the table.”

Tidbit  Individual congregations donate collectively 
to two public radio stations through UUs of Eastern 
Tennessee.

Headline  Tennessee Valley UU Church 
experienced deadly shootings in 2008.

Closing  “The Cluster is an excellent reminder that 
none of us are doing this work alone. In a small 
religious movement, the presence of mutual 
support is important and the Cluster facilitates 
that support.” ~Rev. Mitra Jafarzadeh

A Network of Neighborhoods

Updates 
Arizona 
A Cluster of Ministers, Directors of Religious Education, Music 
Directors and Administrators meets three times a year.

Asheville, North Carolina 
Thirteen congregations are in the Western North Carolina 
Cluster.

Austin, San Antonio, Corpus Christi
Clusters of Ministers and DREs meet regularly.

Boulder/Denver 
The Cluster provides regular programs, training and dialogue 
between Congregations. Congregations cooperate on the 
PrideFest Parade and raise money to support public radio.

Central North Carolina
A newly reorganized Cluster has been created.

Chicago
Chicago Area UU Council includes 29 Congregations.

Des Moines
Congregations sponsor programming on Iowa Public Radio.

East Tennessee
Five congregations are working together after modeling the 
North Carolina experience.

Houston
The Cluster has undertaken a strategy involving intensive lay 
theological education for all the Houston-area UU Churches.  
A lay theological institute is also being created.

Minneapolis/St. Paul
Ministers of the larger Congregations meet every other 
month; Presidents of the larger Congregations hold dinner 
meetings every other month or so and Presidents of the smaller 
Congregations hold quarterly dinner meetings.

Phoenix
Lead and Associate Ministers of four area Congregations meet 
monthly.

Portland, Oregon
Area Ministers meet regularly. 

San Diego County
The San Diego County UU Network will sponsor the first annual 
Social Justice Conference on February 27. Adam Gerhardstein, 
Campaign Manager of the UUA’s “Standing on the Side of 
Love” Campaign, will be the keynote speaker.
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East
Capitol Region Cluster in Upstate 
New York
www.capitalregionuu.org
Kathy McGowan
Chair
kathyamcgowan@gmail.com 

Chesapeake UU Growth Com-
mittee of Baltimore/Washington, 
D.C./Northern Virginia 
www.baltwashuus.org
Mark Bernstein
Director for Growth/Joseph Priestley 
District
mark@jpduua.org

Northern New England District
www.nned.uua.org/growth_cluster.shtml
A pilot project of six Congregations
Karen Brammer
Small Church Outreach Specialist 
kbrammer385@comcast.net

Philadelphia-Wilmington Growth 
Team
Mark Bernstein 
mark@jpduua.org

UUs of the Delmarva Peninsula
Mark Bernstein 
mark@jpduua.org

Dave Sheppard
deshep@udel.edu

South
Central North Carolina
Nancy Henley
henleyn@gmail.com

Eastern Carolina Cluster 
www.uugreenvillenc.org/cluster
Rev. Glenn D. Johnson, Sr.
District Administrator/Thomas Jefferson 
District
gjohnson@uua.org

Eastern Tennessee
Rev. Chris Buice
chrisbuice@tvuuc.org

Rev. Mitra Jafarzadeh
uuzadeh@yahoo.com

Rev. Jake Morrill
revjakebmorrill@gmail.com

Florida District/UUA
www.necluster.uufg.org
www.uuflorida.org
www.westcentralcluster.org
Rev. Kenneth Gordon Hurto
District Executive
kennzeagle@gmail.com

Greater New Orleans UU Cluster
www.gnouu.org
Alice Kemp
Administrator
aliceakemp@gmail.com 

Houston Cluster
www.uuhouston.org
Rev. Mark Edmiston-Lange
revel@ix.netcom.com 

Western Carolinas Cluster 
www.wccluster.org
Nancy Heath
nancyheath@yahoo.com

Anna Olsen
annaolsen@charter.net

West
Boulder/Denver Cluster
www.mdduua.org/mddclusters.htm
Rev. Kirk Loadman-Copeland 
klc1u@msn.com

Chicago Area Unitarian Universalist 
Council
www.uuchicago.org
Rev. Brian Covell
President
bhcovell@gmail.com

Margaret Shaklee
Communications
howshak@att.net

Kansas City
www.psduua.org/score/score
Jill Jarvis
Outreach Director/Southern Cluster 
Outreach Extension 
jjarvis1@kc.rr.com

North Texas Association of UU 
Societies
www.ntauus.org
Daniel Polk
President
danieldale@att.net

San Diego County UU Network
www.uusandiego.org 
Martin Kruming
Administrator
mkruming@aol.com

Southeastern Wisconsin Unitarian 
Universalist Council 
www.sewuuc.org 
www.cmwd-uua.org

UUIowa
www.uuiowa.org
Leigh Zeitz
zeitz@uni.edu
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Quotable 
“Our Cluster was born of necessity from the disaster of Katrina and 
levee failures in New Orleans. We have collaborated on several 
service projects, social justice activities and services.” 
 ~Alice Kemp, Administrator

“There is considerable interest in collaboration that will enhance the 
programs that can be offered by the individual congregations with 
the ultimate goal to increase the number of practicing Unitarian 
Universalists on the Delmarva Peninsula.”  
 ~Dave Sheppard, Newark, Delaware

“The biggest project with broad participation is Hands on Housing,  
a home repair event held twice a year (in Austin).”  
 ~Rev. Kathleen Ellis, Live Oak UU Church

Sites 
UU Ministers Association 
www.uuma.org 
 
UU Musicians Network
www25.uua.org/uumn 
 
Liberal Religious Educators Association
www.lreda.org

Feedback 
Please email your Cluster news and activities by March 15 for the
next Cluster Network Quarterly.

Cluster Network Quarterly 
A Network of Neighborhoods 
Martin Kruming
Editor
mkruming@aol.com

Michael Hampson
Graphic Designer
mikewestcoast@yahoo.com 
 
To find UU Clusters online, go to:
www.uusandiego.org/links.htm 
 
A national forum published in San Diego, California.

Outreach
Arizona
Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray
minister@phoenixuu.org

Atlanta
Rev. Marti Keller
mkeller@uuca.org

Jennifer Ratcliffe
venjenn@bellsouth.net

Austin, Corpus Christi/San Antonio
Rev. Kathleen Ellis
kellis@uuma.org

Memphis
Rev. Burton Carley
uuriver@aol.com

Michigan
Rev. Gail Geisenhainer
geisenhainer@gmail.com

Minneapolis/St. Paul
Nancy Heege
District Executive, Prairie Star District
nheege@psduua.org

Orange County/California
Rev. Karen Stoyanoff
karen@goshining.org

Portland, Oregon
Rev. Tom Disrud
tdisrud@firstunitarianportland.org

San Francisco Bay Area
Linda Laskowski
llaskowski12@comcast.net

Seattle
Rev. Jon Luopa
revjml@uuchurch.org

Tulsa
Rev. Marlin Lavanhar
mlavanhar@allsoulschurch.org
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